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July 2024: Soccer Game

Ages 5-12. -

CONNECT.

Ball sports have been part of history for thousands of years. And no
two of these sports are exactly alike!

Try to brainstorm as many ball sports as you can think of. For each
one, picture the ball that is used and why it may be designed this way.

INVESTIGATE.

Real soccer balls are round, durable, and lightweight. How would you
describe the soccer ball in your new Soccer Game?

Let's collect and/or create new balls that could also be used in your
Soccer Game.

You'll need:

* Your Soccer Game

« Avariety of materials that could make balls of different shapes,

such as:
+ Balloons * Ping pong balls
. Sand +  Styrofoam balls
+  Paper *+Airdry foam
+ Tape * Wooden balls

+ Furniture glides * Modeling clay

While the balls you find or make shouldn’t be too much larger than
your original soccer ball (you'll still want to be able to score goals, after
alll), you can vary the ball's shape, weight, and even texture.

Once you have at least four new balls that can be used with your
Soccer Game, compare each one to the game’s original soccer ball and
consider how they are different. Jot notes in the first two columns of
the chart below.

How is it different
from the original
soccer ball?

Game Notes: How

" A
Ball Description did it play?

INNOVATE.

Now grab a partner. Let's see how each new ball fares during a game
of soccer!

First, play your Soccer Game with its original ball until at least two
goals are scored. Pay close attention to how the ball plays.

Then swap in one of your new balls! Watch how it moves, how it reacts
when it is kicked, and how easy (or hard!) it is to score a goal. Play back
and forth with your partner until two more goals are scored. Then take
a quick break to jot notes on how the ball played in the chart on the
bottom left before you continue playing with the remaining balls.

Once you've tested each new soccer ball, discuss with your partner:

*  Which new ball did you like best?

+ Which new ball would you definitely not like to play with in
the future?

* Which new ball was the most challenging to play with?
*  Which new ball was the most fun?

As you put away your Soccer Game, be sure to keep the balls you
liked so you can play with them again in the future!

Share an action shot of your Soccer Game being played with one
of your new balls using #kidsworkshopexplore.

Do you like to watch or play soccer? Soccer fields are often

taken care of by property managers. Property Managers and
maintenance personnel have the important job of ensuring
communities are run smoothly and are well maintained, handling
all property repairs, and managing the upkeep of the grounds.

Visit PathtoPro.com to learn more about careers in the trades.
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